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Sustainability
designed with your
business in mind.
Sustainability is no longer a “nice to have.”
With companies looking to incorporate it into their
businesses, packaging should be a key part of any
sustainability plan. So you’ve come to exactly the
right place. EarthChoice offers the broadest selection
of sustainable – and American-made – foodservice
products. Whether you’re looking for hot containers or
cold cups, recycled materials or compostable products,
an efficient supply or expert advice, we have what you
need, when you need it.

Sustainability means business
You need a partner who understands your business
– and your customers’ changing expectations around
sustainability.
With EarthChoice sustainable packaging, you can feel
safe sending your food – and your company name –
out into the world. It’s better for the environment
and better for your business’s reputation.
You can always trust EarthChoice because we
tell you exactly how our products are made. No
overstatements. No misleading product claims. No
distracting, complicated explanations. Only honest
and straightforward product information, so you can
share your sustainability commitment with confidence.
(Want to learn more about sustainability claims? See our
Sustainable Packaging FYI page at the back of this guide.)
Each of our products provides at least one of our four
benefits – reduce, reuse, recycle, and renew – which you
can learn more about on the next several pages.
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Better for the Earth –
and for business
Each EarthChoice product provides at least
one of our four benefits to the environment –
showing your commitment to sustainability.

We reduce the use of petroleum-based
materials by incorporating other materials like
minerals and plant-based starches into select
EarthChoice products.
Minerals added to various EarthChoice products result in roughly 50% less
plastic than standard PP containers. Starches are used in other applications,
thus reducing plastic usage..
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We design products that may be washed and
reused by consumers.
For some consumers, one benefit of plastic take-out containers is the ability to
reuse them. Whether used to store leftovers or contain a future home-prepared
meal on the go, these EarthChoice containers are ready to be washed in the
dishwasher (top rack only) and reused.
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We manufacture products that include
post-consumer recycled materials and actively
engage in initiatives to expand recycling of
foodservice packaging.
While some may think that consumers recycle to keep materials out of landfills,
the real purpose of recycling is to provide a valuable feedstock and reduce
our reliance on virgin resources. Incorporating recycled content into these
EarthChoice products does just this.
In addition, although many EarthChoice products are designed with recycling in
mind, the truth is that recycling of these products is not yet widely available to
consumers. Please visit the EarthChoice website to learn which products may be
recycled in your area and how we’re supporting the industry’s efforts to increase
recycling of paper and plastic foodservice packaging.
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We utilize renewable resources and actively
engage in initiatives to expand composting
of foodservice packaging.
A growing number of EarthChoice products are made with renewable materials
like PLA (a bioplastic made from corn) and paper from trees and other fiber
sources.
Given the materials used in some EarthChoice products, they may be composted,
and these items meet the appropriate ASTM 6400 or 6868 compostability
standards. Please note that most compostable products are designed for
commercial composting facilities – not for home composting.
However, composting of these products is not yet widely available to consumers.
Please visit the EarthChoice website to learn which items may be composted in
your area and how we’re supporting the industry’s efforts to increase composting
of compostable foodservice packaging.
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EarthChoice Sustainable Materials
Fiber Blend products are made from a variety of renewable pulp fibers. Many of these products
meet ASTM D6868 compostability standard and are compostable in commercial facilities only,
which may not exist in all areas. These products are not suited for home composting.
Recycled PET (RPET) is produced from previously used post-consumer plastic products. EarthChoice
uses 25% recycled content in R
 PET packaging based on annual mass usage. This product may not be
recyclable in your area.
Mineral-Filled Polypropylene (MFPP) contains an average of 50% less plastic than standard
polypropylene containers, which reduces plastic usage.
PLA is a natural plastic material made from corn, which is 100% annually renewable. It is best used
for cold applications and has a heat tolerance of 105° F. EarthChoice PLA products meet the ASTM
D6400 compostability standard and are compostable in commercial facilities only, which may not
exist in all areas. These products are not suited for home composting.
PLA Coated Paper Cups are made from renewable resources and meet the ASTM D6868
compostability standard. They’re compostable in commercial facilities only, which may not
exist in all areas. These products are not suited for home composting.

Plastarch Material (PSM) is manufactured from 50% renewable plant starch and contains a blend
of polypropylene fillers. PSM is derived from corn, which is an annually renewable resource that c an
handle temperatures up to 200° F, making it perfect for higher-heat applications.

Recycled Polypropylene (Recycled PP) is produced from previously used post-consumer plastic
products. EarthChoice uses a minimum of 20% recycled content in Recycled PP packaging based on
annual mass usage. This product may not
be recyclable in your area.
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COMPOSTABLE**

What’s your choice?
Cold Cup - PLA
Cold Cup - RPET*

BEVERAGE

Cold Cup Lid - RPET

Over 85% of EarthChoice
items are made in plants
located in the USA and
offer a smaller environmental
transportation footprint
compared to products
imported from China.

Hot Cup - PLA Coated Paper
Hot Cup Lid - PLA
Hot Cup Sleeve
Cup Carrier - Fiber Blend
Straws
Take-Out Container - PP

CONTAINER

Clear HLC and Deli - RPET
Clear HLC and Deli - PLA

Soup Cup - PLA Coated Paper
HLC - MFPP*
Fiber Blend
Container - Paper

EarthChoice is the largest
sustainable product line in
the USA.

Plates - Fiber Blend

TABLETOP

Bowls - Fiber Blend
School Lunch Trays - Fiber
Blend
Food Trays - Fiber Blend
Cutlery - PSM
Cutlery - Recycled PP
Plates - Paper
* Made in the USA from globally sourced materials
** Fiber Blend and PLA Coated Paper products meet the ASTM D6868 compostability standard; PLA products meet the ASTM D6400
compostability standard. These products are compostable in commercial facilities only, which may not exist in all areas.
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Sustainable Packaging FYIs
Eco-friendly. Green. Sustainable. Good for the planet. Compostable.
Biodegradable. What do these terms mean? Are they legitimate?
Are they legal? How do you know?

1. Claims should be specific and detailed.
The product description must state exactly what is being claimed, by how much, and compared to what.
For example, a product cannot simply claim to use less energy. It must state when the energy is being
saved, by how much, and compared to what.

2. Claims should be clear, prominent, and easily understood.
According to the U.S. Federal Trade Commission (the agency that provides guidance on environmental
marketing claims), “Clarity of language, relative type size and proximity to the claim being qualified, 		
and an absence of contrary claims that could undercut effectiveness will maximize the likelihood that
the qualifications and disclosures are appropriately clear and prominent.”

3. Claims should not make overstatements.
Claims that are not statistically significant should not be made. Further, unless recycling or composting
is widely available to a substantial majority of households (at least 60%, according to the FTC), “recyclable”
or “compostable” cannot be claimed without qualifying the limited extent to which recycling or
composting is available.

4. Claims should provide a clear basis for comparison.
To claim that a product generates 25% fewer greenhouse gas emissions, for example, than a competitive 		
product, you must be able to state the emissions levels for both products and ensure that all data is both 		
accurate and current.
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When Sustainability Means Business,

Make the EarthChoice.
It’s Better. To Go.
Switch to EarthChoice with confidence.
Visit EarthChoicePackaging.com or call (800) 476-4300 to begin a conversation about
your sustainable packaging needs.
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